Employee Safety Committee Meeting Minutes

October 21, 2003

The October Employee Safety Committee convened at 1:00 p.m. in Building E-107, 1st floor conference room.  The following members attended:

Robby Estep                                       Joan Murden

Garry Fisher                                      Janie Penn                                       

Bill Hargrove                                     Stan Williams

Roger Mason                                              

David Gregory and Stan Williams introduced Robby Estep, a new member from Code 820, and David Allen, guest speaker from the Wallops Fire Department, to the attending committee members.

Action items from last month’s meeting, regarding problems with office clutter and lack of correct egress plans, were discussed. 

Corrective action for Building E-105 has been taken.  The committee chairman read Larry Duffy’s report.  Vents have been cleaned - 2 defective exhaust fans are being replaced - air registers have been cleaned and anti-mildew tablets have been placed in fan coils to prevent further accumulation of mildew.  Future monitoring will help determine air quality.

There was no official report on October’s Executive Safety Council Meeting.

Janie Penn reported the Wallops Safety Office sent her results of recent safety audits conducted in Buildings A-1 and D-1; she is working to correct any discrepancies.  Janie commented on the often-slow process used for correcting facility safety problems.  She was advised to identify real safety issues when calling the help desk or submitting work orders. The committee discussed an apparent problem with feedback to the customer when trouble calls or work orders are submitted.  The Employee Safety Committee Chairman will investigate the process for reporting facility safety problems and report in the November Meeting.   

Dr. Bill Hargrove, Chairman of the Contractor Safety Council, made a presentation on pressurized cylinder safety.  He distributed handouts of a liquid oxygen cylinder incident.

. 

Dr. Hargrove reported on key topics from the October Executive Safety Council Meeting. This included Facility Operation Manager (FOM) planning.  It was suggested by the Employee Safety Committee Members that FOMs should manage the building, or buildings, they occupy.  Other Executive Safety Council Issues included the monthly incident report, Hurricane Isabel Preparations, and Dr Spinak’s involvement in remote site health and safety issues.

David Allen, representing the Wallops Fire Dept., gave an excellent report on fire safety. He discouraged complacency and promoted fire safety awareness.  He discussed fire drills, egress, responsibilities of the fire warden, causes of fires and fire emergency planning.

Action Items:

Committee members will investigate work areas for excessive clutter in their buildings.

Corrective action should be taken for clean up of cluttered areas to eliminate potential fire hazards or other hazards to personnel.

The Committee Chairman will investigate any problems reporting, or correcting, facility related safety issues.

Joan Murden

