Wallops Contractor Safety Council 
Meeting Minutes

April, 2004

CHAIRMAN:   Bill Hargrove/ManTech (Chairman)

ATTENDANCE:

Bill Hargrove/ManTech

Jim Yungel/EG&G





Jim Deaton/NSROC


Marvin Bunting/CSC/803
Merle Allshouse/ES Action

Curtis Oakley/WICC
Mike Singer/DynCorp/CSC

Mike Vandeveer/CSC/803
Dean Carroll/NENS


Roger Mason/NASA/589
Thomas Moskios/NASA/803

Bob Hickman/CSC

MINUTES:

Wallops Employee Safety Committee Report – Roger Mason
· Stan Williams presented an emergency egress plan to the committee.

· Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) was discussed as a result of the low score received in this area on the Star Consultants Wallops evaluation.  

· The committee will be reviewing the WFF Safety Manual and providing comments to Code 803

· The location of Exit sign placement was discussed

· AED’s were discussed and it was noted that they are now on board the P-3 and KingAir

Executive Safety Council report was given by Bill Hargrove

· Ergonomics was discussed.  It was mentioned that an IH is available for assessing work stations.  The availability of new furniture was addressed- It is not that we don’t have money for furniture we just don’t allocate the funds we have for the purchase of furniture.
· Les McGonigal discussed the Star Consultants report where it was stated that WFF would use the VPP elements to improve our safety program but that VPP Certification was not the goal.

· Base on the Star report the issue was raised as to whether or not WFF has a PPE problem.  Dr. Campbell has asked both the Wallops Employee Safety Committee and the Contractor Safety Council to evaluate this issue.

Discussion

· PPE issue discussion- Each contractor has a PPE program in place to evaluate the need for PPE and provides PPE to the worker as needed.  Most contractor representatives agreed the PPE is an on going issue that must be frequently evaluated and stressed to the employees.  New employees or employee’s changing work activities requires communicating PPE requirement to the employee.  Employee attitude can and often is a factor that determines whether and employee uses the PPE required for an activity.  One of the biggest problems identified is getting workers to consistently use PPE.  PPE can sometimes be hot or uncomfortable.  The contractors felt that the area they need to improve on awareness and communication.  Each contractor said they would look at their programs to see if they can identify areas for improvement.  Mike Vandeveer also stated that one of the reasons for our low score was the lack of an Industrial Hygiene Baseline Assessment for our facility.
· Several contractors wanted to see how the Star questionnaire questions were worded to see if this would shed some light on issue.  Mike Vandeveer or Marv Bunting will get a copy of the questions and send them out to everyone on the Councils email list.

· Occupational Health and Safety at remote sites was discussed with Tom Moskios who is the head of 803 Ground Safety.  The Ground Safety group has been assigned to include H&S as part of their campaign assessments.  Dr. Spinak what’s to piggy back on the Safety visits by providing a questionnaire regarding medical services.  It was mentioned that Kwagalein was in good shape overall with a nearby hospital and medical center.  Other campaign sites will be assessed.  Tom will contact Dr. Spinak for his input.
· Several contractors announced an interest in taking part in any upcoming VPP Elements training that Star Consultants may provide.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding these minutes, or have information that you would like to discuss please contact Bill Hargrove at ext. 1797 or Marvin Bunting at ext. 2030.

The next Contractor Safety Council meeting is scheduled for May 11, 2004 at 

10 a.m. in building E-107 first floor conference room.
