Employee Safety Committee Meeting

April 20, 2004

Attendees included:

Janie Penn, Code 830

Mike Vandeveer, CSC-Safety, Code 830

Lana Budd, Code 548

Karen Thornes, WEMA

Joan Murden, Code 210.W

Roger Mason, Code 589

Steve Nelson, Code 500

Larry Duffy, Code 228

Robby Estep, Code 820

Brett T. Vincent, Code 598

In Stan Williams’s absence, Janie Penn chaired the meeting.  Stan is attending training.  Karen Thornes is replacing Silvia Bell as the WEMA Employee Safety Committee Representative.

Janie Penn reported that Freda Johnson, from Code 228, is preparing emergency egress procedures for the FOM Handbook.  Janie reported defibrillators have been installed in the aircraft located in Hangar D-1 - aircraft personnel have been trained 

Ideas to improve employee participation in the safety program were briefly discussed.  Wallops Supervisors now have safety requirements as part of their performance plan.  

 Dr. Hargrove is the Wallops Contract Safety Committee Chairman but could not attend this meeting.  Roger Mason reported issues discussed in the April Contractor Safety Committee Meeting.  The issues included ergonomics, VPP, PPE, and remote sight safety.

Mike Vandaveer solicited inputs for the Wallops Safety Manual Draft and requested that comments be made via e-mail.  Mike reported that Star Consultants had suggested we have a written safety procedure manual.  Star Consultants also suggested that we review the Employee Safety Committee Charter, which Mike provided to everyone.   Mike stated that we have 28 codes at Wallops with only 251 civil servants.  Code 800 is the only code completely located at Wallops.  He asked the attending members for suggestions on how to improve the employee communication process.  After some discussion, it was suggested that Inside Wallops would be the best venue for information; a monthly article seemed to be appropriate. Mike agreed to take the lead for this report. 

Mike gave a report on the recent personnel incident where an employee suffering a viral infection blacked out due to weakness. 

Building F-8’s lead problem has been resolved.  Man Tech Employees previously occupied the building.  These employees were moved to Building D-31.  Building F-8 will be cleaned up or torn down. 

Steve Nelson notified the committee about the new crosswalks in front of the E-2 Cafeteria and between Building F-7 and the Building F-10 Parking Lot.  It was suggested that Public Affairs bring these to the attention of Wallops Employees through the newsletter to increase awareness for pedestrians and drivers.

Joan Murden

