Wallops Contractor Safety Council (WCSC)
Meeting Minutes

August, 2004

CHAIRMAN:   Bill Hargrove/ManTech (Chairman)

ATTENDANCE:

Bill Hargrove/ManTech

Dean Carroll/NENS





Marvin Bunting/CSC/803

Jay Houston/WICC
Dwayne Rye/WICC


Matt Meier/ManTech
Merle Allshouse/E.S. Action

Barry Spinak/Cube
Roger Mason/NASA-584

Jim Yungel/EG&G
MINUTES:

Wallops Employee Safety Committee (EmSC) Report  
· The PEP Survey was discussed and the need to address ambiguous questions, PEP Survey at WFF is tentatively scheduled for November 04.
· The final EmSC charter was discussed.

· The appointment of a new chairman for the EmSC was discussed

· Executive Safety Council report 

Wallops Executive Safety Council (ExSC) Report

· The council had a long discussion regarding first aid kits in the work place.  Some drawbacks to first aid kits it that they require maintenance and someone may not report an injury if it occurs.  It was agreed that NASA would not be responsible for training or re-supplying first aid kits.  WFF wants to encourage all works to take advantage of the Health Unit even for minor injuries.  At the same time WFF will not prohibit first aid kits in the work area should individuals or contractors desire to have them in the work area.
· The Injury and Close Call data from July was discussed

· Kwagilean Container incident was discussed.  A WFF employee opened a large storage container (top access) the lid opened rapidly and the employee tried to catch the lid causing the person injury.  The ExSC would like all codes and organizations to take a look at shipping containers to see if potential injuries could occur while opening such containers in the field.

Discussion

Bill Hargrove compiled the results of the “Safety Concerns Survey” submitted to him by contract personnel and presented the findings at the meeting.  Approx. 1/3 of all contractors responded.  A brief summary is as follows:

· 8% - Did not know how to report a safety concern.
· 9% - Did not know where to report safety concerns.

· 8% - Did not know to whom to report safety concerns.
· 25% - Did not know they could report anonymously.

· 46% - Did not know how to report to report anonymously.

· 15% - Stated they would be reluctant to report a safety concern.

· 16% - Stated they feared repercussions for report a safety concern.

· 51% - Stated they have never reported a safety concern.

· 53% - Stated they are not familiar with the NASA Safety Reporting System (NSRS).

· 92% - Stated they have never used the NSRS.

In summary, it is evident that employee education is necessary for the system to function properly.

Marv Bunting will look into the possibility of distributing a video on NSRS system. Several members also requested NSRS brochures and reporting forms.  Marv Bunting will provide.
LO/TO – The ExSC gave tentative approval for the standardization of LO/TO tags pending information regard the tags and cost.  Jay Houston volunteered Curtis Oakley to look into the availability of the JSC tags.

Wallops Safety Highlights for July were presented by Marv Bunting. Five contractor injuries were reported with 2 resulting in lost time.  Two close calls were reported.  One close call was a runway incursion by an outside construction company vehicle the second close call regarded a worker on the causeway bridge working without a method of notifying oncoming traffic such as, signs, cones, or flagman.
Upcoming Safety Training:

Confined Space Safety Training presented by the Wallops Safety Office will be presented on 8/24 – 8/25 in building E-104.

As of yet the NASA Training Center has not issued the FY -05 training schedule.  Once it is posted it will be placed on the 803 Safety Office Website.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding these minutes, or have information that you would like to discuss please contact Bill Hargrove at ext. 1797 or Marvin Bunting at ext. 2030.

The next Contractor Safety Council meeting is scheduled for September 14th, 2004 at 10 a.m. in building E-107 first floor conference room.
